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“Leading me to lead my learning” 
  

Tena koutou katoa 
 

We have just heard this morning the tragic 

news of the death of Major Monique 

Brown. Monique was a school parent and 

previously served on our Board of 

Trustees. Our heartfelt wishes go out to 

Errol, Harrison, Levi, and their extended 

whanau. Moe mai ra e hine. 

 

It has been a very positive start to the year. 

Classes are already working co-operatively 

and well, and there is a nice tone right 

through-out the school. The students in this 

school really are a pleasure to work with – 

they enjoy new challenges, are accepting of 

individual differences, and generally go the 

extra mile to ensure our School is a happy 

and productive place to be. 
 

An interesting topic of debate is the 

categorization of the teaching 

profession – is teaching a job or a 

life style? I strongly argue that 

teaching is a life style, and a fantastic 

one at that.  
 

In my formative years I debated 

whether to pursue teaching or 

accounting as a career. In those days my 

friends all seemed to be following the 

accountancy option as a career path, with 

my decision to opt into teaching contrary to 

the views of a few others, and possibly 

logic, as accounting was one of my 

strongest subjects at High School. My 

father was less than impressed with my 

choice – he considered that male teachers 

were “all old aunties!!” And I suppose in 

some cases he may have been right.  

I certainly don’t question the choice of my 

friends who are now very successful 

accountants. A couple are extremely 

wealthy, one a millionaire several times 

over - a major land owner and property 

developer, and owner of a vineyard and 

camping ground in Central Otago. And of 

course he has all the “toys”. 
 

While teaching provides a reasonable 

income, and a much more realistic standard 

of living than previously, we are nowhere 

near in the same league as accountants, 

doctors, lawyers etc. The gulf is enormous.  
 

However the rewards in many ways are 

much more significant. Teaching provides 

the opportunity to work with positive 

people (teachers are a different breed!!), 

and to make massive differences to the 

lives of young people. Teaching has many 

other benefits as well – we have fantastic 

holidays, we are able to take part in a huge 

range of activities and 

pursuits, and although 

we are a professional 

group, we don’t need 

to wear a tie to work 

each day (i.e. dress can 

be relatively 

casual).  

In the normal 

course of a 

year we have the opportunity to go 

on camps, be involved in a range of 

sport and cultural activities, be 
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entertained by visiting artists and 

performers, meet a range of people from an 

assortment of backgrounds, and teach a 

wide array of subjects, skills, or topics. We 

have access to an increasing range of 

modern tools and equipment. We have the 

unique privilege of watching at close hand 

your children grow as people, develop as 

personalities, and expand their range of life 

skills. In teaching no two days are ever the 

same, which is one of the major pluses – as 

they say, variety is the spice of life!! 
 

Of course there can be negative features 

such as dealing with behaviour issues, or 

battling with parents who have unrealistic 

expectations of their children, or parents 

who provide no support, but the positives 

make teaching a superb life-style option.  
 

In a school as well resourced as ours, and 

with such a committed, enthusiastic group 

of state-holders, the rewards are huge. 
 

 The Week Ahead 
Monday 14

th
  Swimming Academy  

Wednesday 16
th

 Kiwi Cricket 

Fundamental Movement 

Skills 

Thursday 17
th

  Year 4=8 Cricket  

Athletics Academy 

Friday 18
th

  Banking 

 

Important Events 

Remaining This Term 
March 

Wednesday 2
nd

  BOT Meeting 

Thursday 3rd  School Swimming Sports  

Thursday 10
th

 Celebration Assembly 

(11.00am) 

Friday 11
th

  Interschool Swimming  

April 

Friday 1
st
  Teacher Only Day 

Wednesday 6
th

  BOT Meeting 

Monday 4
th

  Young Leaders Day (PN) 

Thursday 7
th

 School Athletics Championships 

Tuesday 12
th

 Celebration Assembly (1.00pm) 

Wednesday 13
th

  Athletics Postponement Day 

Friday 15th   END OF TERM 

May 

Monday 2nd  Term 2 begins 
 

School Fees  
As you are probably well aware, all schools 

have difficulty stretching their budgets to 

ensure that all needs can be met, and that 

our students are given the best possible 

resources and opportunities. Unfortunately 

Government Funding is never sufficient.  

Taihape Area School has a nominal fee of 

$50.00 per child, or a maximum of 

$120.00 per family, for the year. As many 

of you will be aware some schools charge 

families considerably more than this.  

The proceeds will help provide for the 

classroom programmes we believe our 

students should be receiving, and will be 

spent on photocopying for pupils, 

classroom stationery and equipment, sports 

gear, and extra reading materials. Your 

contributions are appreciated and receipts 

will be issued.  
 

International Students 
This year we are looking at enhancing 

our operation by providing courses 

for students from overseas. This 

has many benefits for the School and 

our Students, and adds a real 

cosmopolitan feel to the School. The 

opportunity for our students to rub 

shoulders with their peers from 

other countries is both an 

educational and enlightening 

experience.  
 

Our unique physical location will 

enable us to develop programmes 

containing a range of very exciting 

and challenging outdoor activities. 
 



To make this possible we are on the 

lookout for families who would enjoy the 

opportunity to host International Students. 

This can be an enriching experience for 

both parties.  

If you are interested please contact the 

School, or Jenny Mower. 
 

Banking 
School Banking began last week. 

Children who have opened bank 

accounts can make deposits before 

school on Friday, in the Hub. 
 

Fundamental Movement 

Skills 
Starting this Wednesday our Year 4 

and 5 students are to be involved in a 

Fundamental Movement Skills 

Programme facilitated by Sport 

Wanganui – this runs for the next 3 

terms.  

The children have been tested across 

a range of skills, and benchmarks 

levels set. They will now take part in 

weekly sessions to develop a core 

base of skills across a range of 

activities including football, hockey, 

and cricket. 
 

Camps 
Last week our Year 13 Leaders spent 4 

wonderful days rafting down the Rangitikei 

River, from River Valley to Mangaweka. 

The students spend 4 days on the water, 

and 3 nights camping alongside the river. 

This expedition was blessed with amazing 

weather and river conditions, and was a 

hugely successful and rewarding 

experience for all involved. 

The celebrated Mangaweka Adventure 

Company, under the leadership of Paul 

Eames, provided the expertise and 

guidance.  
 

Thank you to Sharyn Adams and Janet 

Greenhough for organizing and facilitating 

this special experience. 
 

This week our Year 10 Students are 

spending 3 days at the Green Pastures 

Outdoor Education Centre (Wanganui). 

This is a team building exercise, the 

opportunity to induct our new Year 10 

Students, and to develop leadership 

capability across the group.  

Jason Fellingham, Cathy Yates, and Kim 

Gardiner are teachers in charge of this 

camp. We wish them a happy, enjoyable, 

and safe few days. 
 

Cricket  
Cricket for Year 4-8 students will begin 

on Thursday at 3.30pm. 
 

Kiwi Cricket: Sport Wanganui are 

running Kiwi Cricket sessions beginning 

this Wednesday from 12.30-1.00pm. 
 

Board of Trustees News 
Meeting - the next meeting of the BOT’s 

is Wednesday 2
nd

 March. 
 

 
 
 

 

KiwiCan 
Kiaora Kiwicanners 
  



What a great week we have had, it was 
awesome to get into your classrooms 
and get our Kiwican lessons underway. 
   

A big shout out to our Groups who 
presented us with a new Welcome 
Clap. We certainly have a hard job 
picking which one we will use for the 
year. We look forward to letting 
you know.  
 

Don't forget our Kiwican Rules and 
expectations. If we make the right 
choices in Kiwican we all benefit. 
  

Kiwican says 

“Make good choices everyday 

To be your best 
at work and play” 

  

Ka Kite 
Whaea Wanda Whaea Moo 
 

Acceptable Use 

Agreements 
REMINDER 
Acceptable Use Agreements were handed 

out to all students at the start of the term. 

These need to be returned by Wednesday 

16
th
 February as your school account will 

be voided. 
 

Panui from Learning 

Street Year 1 - 8 
I had just finished teaching in Room 3 and 
wandered into my office to find someone 
had left a lunch box on my desk.  I’m 
accustomed to the odd batch of biscuits 
from the TAS kitchen, and last week I had a 
freshly baked pizza delivered by Rachel 
and Brownyn, this delightful delivery, 
however, was not delicious.  Eight black 

and yellow monarch butterfly caterpillars 
lay wriggling in the container,  
in various states of plumpness.   
They’d eaten their breakfast  
and were ready for lunch! 
 

As I carefully popped them onto the swan 
plants to join the already formed 
chrysalises, I was reminded of a couple of 
quotes I’d like to share. Wisdom from the 
Monarch: 
“They can because they think they can” – 
Virgil.  
“Bite off more than you can chew, then 
chew it!” – Ella Williams.  
 

The following students have been 
acknowledged in the Interaction 
Notebook: 

 “Liam (room 6) and Luke (room 4)  
approached a new student in the 
playground.  They asked him if he was 
OK, then would he like to meet some 
people or play with them. Great 
mentors! Mrs Jenny Steven. 

 Great to see the Year 10’s having an  
awesome game of 4 Square. 

 Tom Fluery came to ask the duty  
teacher for help when he had a 
problem!” 
 

Thanks to those parents who have come to 
join us at morning karakia.  It’s wonderful 
to see you supporting what we do at 
school.  Please remember we do have a 
genuine open door policy.  If you have 
anything you would like to discuss with 
myself or your child’s classroom teacher, 
please make a time to come in and have a 
chat.  
 

Deb Logan 
 

Scholastic Bookclub 



The first issue for 2011 has been 
distributed today. 

Issue 1 

Closes Wednesday 2
nd

 March 
 

Please make cheques payable to  

Taihape Area School 
 

Winter Sports Training 
NETBALL: 

Senior A - Wednesday’s 3 - 6pm 

Beginning 16th February 
 

HOCKEY: 

Wednesday’s 3 – 4pm 

Beginning 16th February 

 

RUGBY: 

Wednesday’s  3 - 4.30pm 

Beginning 23rd February 

Will need boots or sport shoes 
 

Wanted 
 

Room 4 - Kiwiana 
  
Room 4 is currently studying Kiwiana 
and we are looking at the different Kiwi 
icons associated with our country, for 
example: the Buzzy Bee, Marmite, 
Jandals, Watties Tomato Sauce etc... 
  
We need a little help from you...  
If you have any old jandals lying 
around, that are too small, old and 
worn or you simply have too many 
pairs, could you please donate them 
to the students of Room 4. We would 
really appreciate it. 
  
Thank you. 

Claire Kelly 

 

 

TAS Web-site 
TAS now has a web site. This can be  

accessed at: 
  

http://tas.spikeatschool.co.nz 
 

This is a brand new site and is  

Obviously a work in progress. Over  

time it will develop and hopefully  

become an important part of what we  

do at TAS, as well as an interface  

between School and our Community. 
 

Any feedback and suggestions would  

be appreciated, particularly as to  

the information you would like 

available on the website. 
 

Quotes of the week 
“Knowing yourself is the beginning of 

all wisdom” – Aristotle. 
 

“True friendship is a plant of slow 

growth” – George Washington. 

 

Public Health Nurse 
Hi, My name is Vicki 
Andrews and I am the new 
Public Health Nurse for 
your school.   

My clinic days are 
Wednesdays 12.25pm – 
1.05pm.( Lunchtime) 
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You can make a time to see 
me at the office. 
 
I can help with things 
like: 
 
-  Health information 
-  Assessments 
-  Advocacy 
-  Support 
-  STI checks 
-  Contraception 
-  Assist with health 
concerns  
-  Referrals to other 
services/agencies 
 
This service is free and 
confidential. 
 
You can contact me on :   
0274 912 183 or email: 
Victoria.Andrews@wdhb.org.
nz 
 
 
 

Community Noticeboard 

Gumboot Day 2011 
Saturday March 12th 

Heaps of competitions and 
awesome prizes 

Decorate gumboot real 
gumboot 

A3 Paper gumboot and 
Wearable Art Competition 

www.taihape.co.nz   
or Ring Michelle  

021 1526412or 3881129 
 

 

 

We warmly invite ex-pupils, 

teachers, friends and whanau 

to the 

RUTHERFORD 

COLLEGE 50
TH

 

REUNION 

MARCH 25/26, 2011 

Don’t miss out on catching 

up with all your old friends 

and teachers. 

TO REGISTER VISIT 

THE WEBSITE 

http://www.rutherfordcolle

ge.school.nz 
 

Pic’s from Year 13 Camp 
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Do You Have Your Copy? 



 

 
 


