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Tena koutou katoa 
 

The term has started apace, with week one a 

hectic introduction to the new term. Term 2 

is always one of the more challenging 

because of a number of reasons, in particular 

the weather and the move into winter, and 

consequently the short hours of sunshine, 

and the long hours of darkness. It is 

certainly not much fun for anyone arriving 

at work in the dark, and getting home until 

after dark in the evening. 
 

Teaching is remarkable in the sense that 

once the school year begins, we all become 

hooked into “the system” - a system that 

becomes increasingly hectic and demanding 

in terms of time, energy, and expectation.  

Teachers in previous times, were often 

teased about only working a 9.00-3.00 hour 

day, and for the excessive amount of 

holidays they received. Even in past history 

this was extremely inaccurate and unfair, as 

most teacher were committed professionals, 

absolutely devoted to their schools and the 

students they taught. However some were 

possibly less so, and may have given good 

cause for this public perception. 
 

In recent years though, the demands upon 

teachers have grown enormously. 

Administrative tasks are more numerous, 

and more onerous. In this PC age we live, 

we are required to fill out forms for 

everything we do. As well assessment and 

planning requirements are considerably 

greater, and much more time consuming.  

Teachers now work huge hours, and for 

periods of their holidays. 
 

Perhaps the greatest transformation, in the 

teaching and education sector, has been the 

increasing social demands placed on 

teachers. Teachers now wear a diverse range 

of hats, and sometimes the teaching aspect 

seems almost forgotten. Teachers require a 

raft of skills – at times they need to be social 

workers, counselors, psychologists, 

behaviorists, nutritionists, health and safety 

experts, and physiologists. We are expected 

to teach our students to read, do math’s, and 

all the traditional subjects, but also how to 

recycle, how to be safe in the sun, what they 

should be eating, stranger danger, how to 

look after their personal hygiene, about the 

importance of wearing seat belts and bike 

helmets, how to deal with head lice, and 

even values. Are these really things 

classroom teachers should be doing? 
 

Of course this begs the question, why are all 

these additional responsibilities being forced 

on teachers?? The answer is simple - 

because an increasing proportion of adults in 
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our society are denying their basic 

responsibilities as parents. The sad fact is 

that if teachers didn’t undertake many of 

these extra responsibilities, young people 

would clearly miss out even more.  
 

My issue from a Principal’s point of view is 

that because of the extra burden of 

expectation being placed on them, 

increasingly teachers are becoming burnt 

out, or are becoming disillusioned with the 

Profession.  
 

The Teaching Profession is undergoing huge 

challenges, including the retention of 

accomplished and passionate teachers - this  

is a massive issue. We are very, very 

fortunate in that we have a highly proficient 

staff right across the board – skilled and 

committed teachers, who always go the 

extra mile to help our students, and fantastic 

support staff.  
 

Hopefully they can retain their enthusiasm 

and drive for many years to come.  
 

A wonderful start to the winter sports season 

on Saturday. Rugby, netball, and football all 

began their seasons. The huge amount of 

sideline support, even allowing for the 

absence of the duck shooters, was very 

encouraging, and sets the scene for a 

successful season ahead. 
 

Richard McMillan 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Week Ahead 
Wednesday 11th Netball/Football 

Winter Sports 

Practices 

What’s on this Term 
Monday 16th DARE Programme 

begins 

Thursday 19th Year 9-13 Cross 

Country Trials 

Year 4-8 Hockey 

Tuesday 24th Year 5-8 Young Leaders 

to Palmerston North 

Wednesday 25th Year 9-13 Interschool 

Cross Country 

 June 

Monday 6th  Queen’s Birthday 

Thursday 9th Celebration Assembly 

Monday 27th Science Fair 

Tuesday 28th Science Fair 

July 

Thursday 7th School Photos 

Wednesday 13th Celebration Assembly 

Friday 15th End of Term 

August 

Monday 1st Beginning of Term 3 
 

2011 Term Dates 

Term  Start Date End Date 

3 1st August 7th October 

4 25th October 13th December 

 

 

 

 



BOT 
Emergency Procedures 

The Christchurch has highlighted the need to 

be well prepared in the event of an 

emergency situation. Please note that if 

school is to be closed for any reason: 

1. All families will be contacted before 

their children are sent home; 

2. If parents/caregivers cannot be 

contacted, the students will remain at 

school, where they will be supervised 

until contact with home is made; 

3. One advantage of cell phones is that 

they still operate during power 

outages and become an essential line 

of communication. Please keep your 

cell phones on in an emergency 

situation. 
 

Hockey 
Last week we had a practice game against 

the Rangitikei College Girls Team, winning 

9-1, with Boyd 2, Oliver 2, Hema, Ryan, 

and Nathan 3, the goal scorers. 

This was a rather scratchy performance, 

particularly after the wonderful effort 

against FAS before the holidays - it was 

obvious the two week break had an impact. 

Better finishing could have produced a 

bucket load of goals. 
 

However there was some excellent inter-

passing and improving positional. Kerryn, 

Adrian (in his first game), Zoe, Kayla, 

Hema, Rowan, Eden, and Luke had solid 

games. 

This week we have our final practice game 

before the competition begins next week. 
 

Draw 

TAS v Dannevirke  @ 4.30pm. We will be 

leaving from school at 2.45pm.  
 

N.B. The competition proper begin next 

week. 
 

Rugby 
 

This year our Under 19 boys, Boyd Mower, 

Thomas Rudolph, Jake Reha, PT Hay-

Horton and Chris Bradley have combined 

with Rangitikei College. These boys are 

focused and have made a huge commitment 

to rugby. Every Thursday they travel to 

Marton for training and then meet with their 

team on Saturday  for their game. 

 

Congratulations to Boyd who has been 

named co-captain for their team. 

 

On Saturday the boys travelled to Wanganui 

to play Wanganui Collegiate . Well done 

Boyd and Thomas on your tries .  

 

Fulltime score : Rangitkei 36 – Collegiate 7. 

 

 



Netball 
On Saturday many students from TAS and 
the country schools were involved in 
Taihape Netballs Opening Day.  The 
weather was not looking too favorable 
however the games went ahead and it 
ended up being a great day.  We had six 
junior teams competing on Saturday; they 
represented TAS very well, displaying our 
values on and off the court.  I would like to 
make special mention of Manaia Lomax and 
Chelsea Phillips who are coaching teams 
this year.  These two young women showed 
they are very organized and are a real asset 
to the development of netball.  It was also 
very exciting to see so many of our Mum’s 
taking to the court on Saturday.  I can see 
where our girls get their talent! 
 

Panui from Learning Street 
This week we welcome Shaquita and 

Merepaea to the Year 0-8 team.   

Homai te Pakipaki 
The following Room 2 students earned their 

pen licenses last week; Nevaeh, Arcadia and 

Tayla.  They have shown Miss B that they 

can write with all their letters sitting on the 

line and even shape and size.  Fantastic 

work! 

Charlie Bennett has made a wonderful start 

to her time at Taihape Area School, she has 

been practicing her letter knowledge and is 

already making significant progress.  Keep 

up the great work Charlie. 

I have heard from a very reliable source 
that Te Ngore had a fantastic game for the 

Farmlanders soccer team on Saturday.  She 
scored 12 of their goals.  Well done Te 
Ngore  
 

Badminton 
 

School Badminton 

Thursday 3pm to 5pm 

non- marking shoes and NO 
school uniform 

All ages welcome 

 

Community Badminton 

Tuesday 6pm to 9pm 

non-marking shoes 

$3 per person 

All welcome 

 

 

Scholastic Bookclub 
Issue 3 

Closes Wednesday 25th May 

Please make cheques payable to Taihape 
Area School 

 

 

 

 



Squash 
 

Hi everyone, 
 
As winter is upon us it means the start of 
winter sports, squash amongst them. 
I would like to ask if you could please put 
the below information into your newsletter 
for those students who may be interested 
in playing junior squash this year. 
 

JUNIOR SQUASH TRAINING 
 

Wednesday Nights 
Learners & Primary - 3.00pm - 4.15pm 

College - 4.15pm - 6.00pm 
 

Training starts - 11th May 2011 
 
For more information and to register, 
please ring 
 
Loni Martin - 3880123 
Isabel Kelly – 3880219 
 

Quotes of the week: 
 “It is possible to won too much. A man with 

one watch knows what time it is; a man with 

two watches is never sure” – Gene Brown. 
 

“The larger the island of knowledge, the 

longer the shoreline of wonder” – Ralph 

Sockman. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Awesome Colgate Carton 

Race 
Dear Householder 

We need your empty Colgate 

Toothpaste Cartons!! 

Our Schools is competing to win a share of 

$60,000 worth of new sports gear. It’s part 

of a campaign called the Awesome Colgate 

Carton Race and the winning schools simply 

have to collect the most Colgate toothpaste 

cartons per pupil. That’s how easy it is. 
 

So we’re asking everyone we know to raid 

their bathrooms and check their recycling 

bins, ask your friends, family, even 

neighbours across the fence for Colgate 

Toothpaste Cartons – every carton counts, 

so please do whatever you can to help us 

win!! 
 

We’d be grateful for 1 or 2 empty Colgate 

toothpaste cartons, and absolutely thrilled if 

you had more!! You can drop them into the 

School Office by 30
th
 June, 2011, or simply 

pass them along to one of our school 

families. 

Thanks for your support, and for giving us a 

sporting chance. 
 

You can find out more at: -  

www.colgatecartonrace.co.nz 
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Athletics Results  
JUNIOR GIRLS     

1st Mercedes Inwood     

2nd Mindy Bristol     

3rd Mereana Dehar     

JUNIOR BOYS 

1st Robbie McFarlane 

2nd Kamryn Mosen 

3rd Maxwell Sage 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS    

1st Jessie Hamilton     

2nd Ella Law      

3rd Simone Pirikahu     

INTERMEDIATE BOYS 

1st Isiah Ranginui 

2nd Jack Murrell 

3rd Russ Finn 

SENIOR GIRLS     

1st Zoe Whatarau     

2nd Tessa Anderson     

3rd Te Puawai Chambers    

SENIOR BOYS 

1st Ryan Donne-Gregory 

2nd Boyd Mower 

3rd PT Hay-Horton 

Year 3 Girls      

1st  Krisharna Tweeddale   

2nd=  Bailey Rata-Hall    

2nd=  Madison Tapu-Grant   

2nd=  Tori Coles  

Year 3 Boys 

1st Brayden Peehi-Marsden 

2nd Paddy Fleury 

3rd Mitchel Fannin  

Year 4-5 Girls     

1st=  Te Whakaarahia Kauika-
Tenisoni  

1st=  Harmony Lucas    

3rd  Te Huinga Chambers   

Year 4-5 Boys 

1st Te Whetu Witika-Black 

2nd Jason Squires 

3rd Tyrese Adams 

Year 6-7 Girls     

1st Brooklyn Walker  

2nd Charlie McLean   

3rd= Georgia Adams   

3rd= Savannah Jope-King   

Year 6-7 Boys 

1st Te Wairoa Pirikahu 

2nd Ani McLean 

3rd James Hamilton 



Whanau Engagement 
Learning Conferences Started Thursday 5th May 

Over the holiday break you would have received reports on your child’s progress. Students in Years 9-

10 completed Reflection Reports on their work to date and have had feedback from their teacher. 

They also received a summative report on their first term options. Those students in Years 11-13 

completed Reflection Reports on their work to date and a comment from their teacher. 

In with these reports you will have received a letter inviting you to a Learning Conference at a specific 

time over the next few weeks. 

At this Learning Conference with your child’s Dean or Associate Dean you need to bring these reports. 

The Learning Conference can also include any of your child’s teachers. Please confirm with Janice at 

the school office your attendance and which teachers you would also like present at the Learning 

Conference. If you are unable to come at the time specified ask Janice about an alternative time. 

At the Learning Conference you will the opportunity to discuss your child’s Career Interests, areas of 

strength and areas needing development. You will, with the Dean and your child, set goals and make 

action plans to take your child through to the next Learning Conference in Term Four. 

This is a great opportunity for whanau, teachers and students to come together and use our resources 

for the benefit of your child. 

Please phone Janice or Cathy in the office to confirm or change times. 

Haere ra , Ka kite ano 

Richard Baker  

 

 

ANGICAN PARISH FUNDRAISER 
Guest Speaker: Prof. Jacqueline Rowarth- Massey University 

Wednesday May 25 2011 
Workingmen’s Club: 7.30pm 

Supper Provided- Bar Available 
$35.00 

Lucky Draw:  
Helicopter Ride for 40minutes for four passengers 

Kindly Sponsored by Hill Country Helicopters 
Ticket available at Taihape Information Centre 

Phone: Elizabeth Cottrell 063880524 for enquiries 


