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Tena koutou katoa 
 

Week 5 already and another term racing 

away. With the weather less cooperative, 

and the outdoors less inviting, this term is an 

excellent opportunity for students to focus 

on the core business of their school work.  

For all students each step through the school 

system is increasingly important as they 

come to terms with the benchmarks 

associated with that particular phase. For 

students in the Year 1-8 classes, establishing 

a solid foundation and understanding of the 

basics of literacy and numeracy is absolutely 

critical. These tools are essential for their 

learning and development in the Senior 

School, and enable them to tackle the 

demands of NCEA and beyond. 

Of all the skills we learn in life the ability to 

read must be near the very top of the list. 

For people who can read fluently, and who 

have the ability to comprehend the written 

word, there are few barriers to their learning 

and personal growth.  

Reading is a wonderful recreational option, 

and for many of us the holidays wouldn‟t be 

the same without the company of a good 

book. As a parent sharing a bedtime story 

with your child/ren is the icing on the cake 

at the end of an inevitably busy day. 

Watching a child curled up on the sofa 

engrossed in a book is a treasure.  

As well as reading for pleasure, the ability to 

read opens up the boundless world of 

knowledge. Reading enables the mind to 

think over objects of interest, which enable a 

person to make informed decisions; its food 

for the soul, for it nourishes the human 

intellect in probing things deeper, and 

analyzing things; and it provides guidance to 

people, to occurrences they have not yet 

been exposed to in life. Reading keeps your 

brain working and keeps you up to date with 

language and modern vocabulary or slang. 

Reading expands your imagination and your 

knowledge.  

From Yahoo “reading books has many 

benefits both mentally and morally. Firstly, 

your mind will be active and engaged into 

old age, and reading can help you forget the 

problems in your life, and get you captivated 

by the adventures of someone else.  

Reading from adults also helps set a good, 

mentally engaging example for the new 

generation. And reading has benefits that 

can help with everyday activities. With more 

reading come better reading skills, thus 

allowing easier comprehension of, oh, say, 

instructions on how to build something or 
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warnings on chemicals. Reading is a fun and 

great way to leave the stresses of your life 

and just unwind”. 

To quote an unknown source - “the more 

you read, the more you know;  

the more you know, the smarter you grow;  

the smarter you grow, the stronger your 

voice;  

when speaking your mind or making your 

choice”.  

Reading is without doubt an essential and 

extraordinarily important life skill. 

Richard McMillan 

Principal 
 

The Week Ahead 
June 

Monday 6th  Queen’s Birthday 

What’s on this Term 
Thursday 9th Celebration Assembly 

Monday 27th Science Fair 

Tuesday 28th Science Fair 

Wednesday 29th Celebration Assembly 

July 

Thursday 7th School Photos 

Friday 15th End of Term 

August 

Monday 1st Beginning of Term 3 
 

2011 Term Dates 

Term  Start Date End Date 

3 1st August 7th October 

4 25th October 13th December 

 

Queen’s Birthday 
School is closed next Monday for Queen’s 

Birthday Weekend.  

Enjoy the long weekend!!  

Encouraging Boys to Read  

Ideas & strategies on encouraging boys to 

read focuses on their interests using 

magazines, websites and newspapers for 

older boys and series books for younger 

boys. Reading practice is essential rather 

than what they read. 
 

Often one of the biggest struggle parents 

have with our boys is getting them to read. 

We know that practice is best and the more 

someone reads not only do they get better at 

it, but it improves their vocabulary and their 

ability to make sense of a range of different 

texts.  

A common question on Parent / Teacher 

interview nights is “How can I get him to 

read?”  
 

What we need to remember is that it doesn’t 

matter what they read as long as they’re 

reading. There isn’t a need for them to be 

reading novels in order for them to gain 

something from reading (Of course novels 

are always our aim!). 
 

Here‟s some ideas or strategies about ways 

to encourage boys to read. 

For Younger Boys  

 Series Books 

If your son has recently read a book that he 

really enjoyed, hunt at either the library or 

on the internet for books written by the same 

author. Encourage him to read more by 



borrowing the book from the library or 

buying it if that is within your means. 
 

 Movie Books - Confused?  

Often when a movie is released all the 

licensed paraphernalia is also. This often 

includes picture / story books which retell 

the plot of the movie. Our son loves to read 

these. The knowledge he has of the plot 

makes him more confident about reading the 

books and he loves to dwell on the pictures 

that go along with it. It‟s a great way to 

encourage them to read. 
 

Older Boys 

 Magazines  

Parents used to comment to me all the time 

that their sons weren‟t reading. I‟d instantly 

ask “Not at all?” and they‟d reply “Well he 

reads his skating magazines but…”  

Remember that reading is reading no matter 

what it is! Magazines are a great way to 

encourage boys to read, especially if they 

are about a hobby or sport your son loves.  

Try something different though.  

National Geographic‟s, Time and Readers 

Digest are great magazines to subscribe to or 

have around the house. These are magazines 

that are current, are interesting and have 

brief informative articles in them that are 

great for all the family.  
 

The Readers Digest and Time magazines in 

particular have some great little features like 

„Vocab‟ tester pages that can be fun and 

interesting statistics pages.  
 

Often you can pick up cheap „bundles‟ of all 

of these mags at second hand stores so 

there‟s not a need to subscribe. 

 Newspapers 

Have the paper delivered to your home or 

make sure you pick one up each day. Set 

down some compulsory „Paper Perusal‟ time 

and find out what‟s going on together. A 

great time to do this is when you are 

getting dinner ready. Have your son read the 

headlines for you and then decided which 

article you‟d like to hear in full.  
 

If reading aloud is too intimidating for him, 

have him read it to himself and summarise it 

for you. This is a great way to test his 

comprehension on the quiet as you ask him 

other questions about what the story.  
 

An alternative to this is allowing him to go 

online and visit one of the large news 

websites like the NZ Herald, print out a 

story that interests him and do the same. 

(This one will mean there‟s no need to bring 

a paper home). 

If you‟ve got any great ideas to encourage 

boys with reading let us know and we‟ll add 

them to the list.  

Hockey 
Last week we travelled to Pahiatua, to play 

Dannevirke. In a very hard fought and 

physical game, TAS prevailed 3-2, after 

leading 2-0 at half-time – goals to Boyd, 

Nathan, and Oliver.  

This was a committed team effort from our 

players, and possibly their best effort at this 

level. All players played very well, with the 

quality of ball distribution, control, and 

support play at a very high level. Our 

players are beginning to demonstrate a 

greater appreciation of the game, and the 

running off the ball and communication is 

much improved.  

Shelby, Luke, and Eden were solid in 

defence, while Hema and Rowan covered a 

huge amount of turf both in defence and 

attach. Nathan, Boyd and Ryan formed a 



potent attacking force and kept the 

Dannevirke goal under constant pressure -

but they also did the hard yards by back 

tracking in defence as well. Adrian and 

Kerran improve week by week, while 

Marewa (only a year 8) is showing grit and 

determination and developing skills. 
 

Congratulations to our players for another 

very encouraging performance. But the good 

news is there is infinite room for 

improvement. 
 

Draw - Tuesday 

TAS v Feilding 3 @ FAS @ 4.45pm. The 

bus leaves at 3.15pm. 

 

Next week we are playing PNBHS 7 in 

Palmerston North (turf 1) @ 4.15pm. We 

will be leaving from school at 2.30pm. 
 

Jump Rope for Heart 
Last Thursday 3 girls (Brooklyn, Marewa 

and Charlie) attended a Jump Rope for 

Heart expo in Palmerston North. This was 

an amazing experience with the girls mixing 

with over 200 children from schools from as 

far away as the Horowhenua and Hawkes 

Bay.  

7x World Champion Peter Nestler, and his 

wife, facilitated the morning session, which 

was a mix of demonstration and practical. 

Peter is an amazing athlete and had his large 

audience spell bound.  

The girls were suffering at the end after 

virtually 3 hours of non-stop skipping. 

The link below will take you to one of his 

sessions:- 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70GQ4Nnrk4E 

Unbeknown to most of us Skipping is 

actually a huge sport, particularly in the 

United States. Google provides a 

comprehensive coverage of numerous 

events, as well as technical 

advice/instruction. 

Football 
TAS played Palmerston Boys High on the 

new football pitch at Rauma Road on 

Saturday and came away with a resounding 

8-2 win.  The first half started with some 

anxious end to end play with TAS creating 

chances but failing to put them away, owing 

to very good goal keeping by PNBS, until 

our Danish striker Kresten Andersen finally 

put TAS in the lead.  

The second half saw TAS players playing 

attractive football and putting in a complete 

team performance with goals coming 

quickly. Nathan Chaney blasted in the first 

with a drive from the edge of the penalty 

box, then Kresten and Josh Fellingham 

added a further three with Kresten getting 

his hat trick. A solo run from Jonathan 

George, who had been playing a brilliant 

game as sweeper, past five defenders 

brought up the sixth goal. This was followed 

by two goals from the Captain for the game 

Massana Hirini to wrap up the scoring. 

While TAS conceded two late goals in the 

game and the team performance was 

terrific, the outstanding performers on the 

day were Heather Morris in left midfield 

and Jonathan George. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70GQ4Nnrk4E


Netball 

Another busy weekend for netball - with 
some hard fought battles and great 
results! 

In Wanganui... 

- TAS Junior A   v’s Rangitikei      
won 21 - 15         
 

In Taihape... 

TAS Seniors  v’s Tweeddale Stars 

won 22 - 21    
   
TAS Stars v’s CountryDivas          
 won 34 - 20   
 
TAS Sonics v’s Country L &P         
won 10 -03   
     
TAS Idols  v’s Country Katz            
 lost 5 - 18       

TAS Tigers v’s Country All 
Stars           won 9 0            

TAS Jaguars  v’s Country        
lost 6 - 12          

Thank you to all our coaches and 
supporters that came out in the wet and 
cold to support us! 

 

Rugby 
Our team members list has grown and the 

boys have become enthusiastic, attending 

training sessions and arriving early on 

Saturday mornings. 

 

On Saturday we played Rangitikei College 

at Marton.  The boys played with 

determination but occasionally a lack of  

focus saw the rest of the team covering for 

them.  

Final score  Rangitikei 19  Taihape 0 

 

Our focus for the coming weeks is 

TEAMWORK. 

 

The whole point of rugby is that it is, first 

and foremost, a state of mind, a spirit." 

 

My favourite sport at school was rugby. All 

sports are teamwork, but rugby particularly 

is about teamwork and I think teamwork is 

the essence of this. 

Awesome Colgate Carton 

Race 
Dear Householder 

We need your empty Colgate 

Toothpaste Cartons!! 

Our Schools is competing to win a share of 

$60,000 worth of new sports gear. It‟s part 

of a campaign called the Awesome Colgate 

Carton Race and the winning schools simply 

have to collect the most Colgate toothpaste 

cartons per pupil. That‟s how easy it is. 
 



So we‟re asking everyone we know to raid 

their bathrooms and check their recycling 

bins, ask your friends, family, even 

neighbours across the fence for Colgate 

Toothpaste Cartons – every carton counts, 

so please do whatever you can to help us 

win!! 
 

We‟d be grateful for 1 or 2 empty Colgate 

toothpaste cartons, and absolutely thrilled if 

you had more!! You can drop them into the 

School Office by 30
th
 June, 2011, or simply 

pass them along to one of our school 

families. 

Thanks for your support, and for giving us a 

sporting chance. 
 

You can find out more at: -  

www.colgatecartonrace.co.nz 

 

Quotes of the week: 
“People who get up early feel virtuous all 

morning and sleepy all afternoon” – A. 

Lawrence Lowell. 
 

“Lord give me the determination and 

tenacity of a weed” – Mrs Leon Walters 
 

 

Exchange Students 
TAS has been fortunate to have a number of 
exchange students at our school over the years 
and last Wednesday we farewelled Mana, Klara 
and Kresten. These three exchange students 
from Japan, Germany and Denmark have 
contributed greatly to the education of our 
own students by broadening their awareness of 
other cultures and have created enduring 
friendships among the people of Taihape. 
 

We have a new student coming from Thailand 
in July, Merisa Thanasarnthiti. However we are 
still looking for a host family for another 
student, Jakob.  
 
HOST FAMILY NEEDED: 
Jakob is 16 and comes from Germany. He is a 
friendly person, interested in sports and music. 
He is one of the best students in his form. 
Jakob is an active student who enjoys 
especially working in projects. He is reliable, 
intelligent and conscientious and therefore an 
ideal candidate for an exchange and he is 
recommended unreservedly. 
 
Jakob writes: 

When I was six years old I started playing the 
piano. When I grew older I got interested in 
playing the bass guitar. By now I play the bass a 
lot in my free time. I play for the school band 
and in a rock band with friends. Besides music 
I'm actively engaged in sports. I play soccer 
since I was a young boy. 
I'm defender at the youth of TuS Hartenholm 
and practise two to three times a week. 
Furthermore I do Thai-boxing. The training is 
really hard and I enjoy it. I keep myself fit by 
doing work outs every once in a while. During 
vacations I go mountain biking, surfing, skiing 
and water-skiing with my family. 
New Zealand is well known for their beautiful 
beaches with great waves for surfing. I do 
bodysurfing but to learn the regular surfing in 
New Zealand would be great. To get to know 
other activities in New Zealand that I haven't 
done in Germany would be an interesting 
experience for me. 
 
Contact:  Vanessa Witt 

International Exchange Coordinator 

EF Foundation New Zealand 
Ph 06 388 0608 
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Host an overseas 

student ... 

 

EF (Education First) Foundation is looking 

for volunteer host families for 15 – 18 year 

old students who want to live with a New 

Zealand family and attend high school. With 

different nationalities and interests to 

choose from, you are able to find a student 

to suit your family. 

Host families come in all shapes and sizes. 

If you are able to provide a bedroom, a 

place at your table and a caring home 

environment, you have what it takes to 

share your life with a high school student 

from overseas.  

Apart from your commitment to provide 

food and accommodation, you do not have 

to take on additional financial expenses. All 

EF students are fully insured and bring their 

own spending money. EF also gives you 

around  $50 per week to help cover 

expenses. 

To find out more about hosting an EF 

student, please contact Vanessa Witt, 

phone 06 388 0608 or email 

vanessa@greenhaus.co.nz. 

Kiwi Can 
Tena koutou katoa!! 

The cold weather is now upon us so please 

remember to wrap up and keep warm!! 

We are still talking about HEALTHY EATING and 

our tamariki have great knowledge of what’s 

right and what’s wrong… …. Hopefully they will 

make the right choices and parents will 

encourage this  

Kool Kiwi Canners 

Tyreese Adams – Great attitude in Kiwi Can!! 

Ani Maclean – Awesome work skills!! 

KC see you!! 

Whaea Wanda and Whaea Moo 
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Uniform 
Uniform Shoes – Canvas shoes are NOT 

acceptable school footwear. 

The small number of students who persist in wearing non-uniform 

shoes are wasting a great deal of staff time. 

It is the policy of the school that students wear polishable black shoes. 

This deliberately allows a wide range of styles. 

Should your child not have the correct footwear the parent should 

contact the office to establish when the child will be provided with the 

correct shoes. 

Students who do not have the correct shoes are provided and expected 

to wear shoes provided for them by the school until parents have 

contacted the school office.   

With regard to the hygiene aspect of this, the students should have 

their own pair of socks or tights to provide a barrier inside the shoe.   

Uniform is not an optional feature of our school and the support of 

parents to maintain Standards is appreciated. 

 

The school is actively seeking suppliers to provide shoes that families 

may purchase through the school at a responsible rate.  

 

 


