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Tena koutou katoa 

The term has started very well with most 

students delighted to be back into the 

routines of school life. This is an 

extraordinarily busy term with a huge range 

of events scheduled.  
 

Next week our NCEA students will be 

sitting mock exams. This is an important 

opportunity to test themselves in 

examination conditions, and identify areas 

they need to work on before the external 

examinations scheduled for early term 4. For 

most people preparing for, and sitting, 

examinations is a stressful and nerve racking 

time. People all react 

differently to the pressures of 

examinations, one of the core 

reasons why the NCEA 

assessment structure has been 

implemented.  
 

Public speaking - how do 

you feel about getting up in 

front of an audience and speaking? If we are 

all honest, not many people probably enjoy 

this activity. With some occupations public 

speaking is more necessary and more 

important than others. However at different 

times in our lives we are all likely to be 

called upon to deliver what may be a very 

important speech or message. For example a 

family wedding, a friend’s wedding (being 

chosen as the “best man” is always a mixed 

blessing – a bit like drawing the short 

straw!!), a 21
st
 or other birthday occasions, a 

family event, a farewell, a funeral. 

No matter how reluctant you may be, there 

is usually no option but to take a deep 

breath, stand up, and get on with the job.  

Often the thought is worse than the deed, 

and despite feeling incredibly nervous and 

uncertain before the event, once you have 

actually started talking, things don’t seem 

quite so bad (sometimes!!). 

Some people have a real flair for speaking in 

front of an audience, of holding their 

attention, and of getting a positive response. 

Most of us however just try and do our very 

best. And a fact of life is that not many 

people have training or practice in the art of 

speaking to an audience. 

However this term all Year 1-8 

children will be involved in a range of 

oral language activities as part of the 

New Zealand Speech Board 

StudentSpeak Programme. These 

activities are leveled and will include 

impromptu talks, dramatic activities, 

and prepared talks.  
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Most of the activities involve simply 

encouraging students to express their ideas 

clearly and well in a range of contexts – one 

on one, in a small group, and/or in the class 

situation. The students in our school are 

given as many opportunities as possible to 

speak in front of an audience - for example 

they all do a wonderful job running whole 

School Celebration Assemblies.   

The Oral Assessment Programme 

provides students with the opportunity to 

develop and practice the skills of oral 

communication, in a supportive and positive 

environment.  ICT is used to enhance this 

programme, and is an excellent vehicle for 

providing scaffolding and support for the 

speaker. 

Students can choose to sit the external Oral 

Assessment Examination with an assessor 

visiting to evaluate the talks. Assessments 

are graded, with Distinction the highest level 

of achievement. Although there is a cost 

involved, previous experience has proven 

the value of the extension activity, and the 

students enjoy 

progressing through the 

grades. More information 

regarding this will be 

provided to the students 

involved. 

“The most important 

skill we can teach our children in this 

technological age is the art of oral 

communication” – Mark Treadwell. 

Richard McMillan 

Principal 
 

The Week Ahead 
Thursday 11th  Winter Tournament (Y4-8) 

Football v St Bernard’s 

(9.30am) Rauma Rd 

What’s on this Term 
August                                      
Monday 15th – 19th  NCEA Practice Exams and Lab 

assessments 
Monday 15th                Visiting Author 
Wednesday 17th        BOT Meeting 
Friday 19th               Mathex (PN) 
Saturday 20th               Wearable Arts Competition 
Monday22nd – 26th    Secondary Schools Winter  

     Tournament Week (Netball /Hockey) 
Thursday 25th           Room 1-2  Te Manawa 

Fieldtrip Palmerston North 
Friday 26th                School Closed for Y9-13 

Students for NZQA Alignment PD 
Wednesday 31st            Rugby 7’s           
September 
Saturday 3rd                   Mid-Year Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday 6th -9th        Year 12 Leadership Camp 
Wednesday 13th -15th    Year 10 Challenge Camp 
Monday 12th -16th    Book Week 
Wednesday 21st           Y10-12 NCEA Information 
                             Evening for Parents and students 
Thursday 29th         HPV immunisation (Year 7-8 

Girls) 
October 
Wednesday 5th             Ohingaiti Cross Country 
Thursday 6th                 End of Term 
Friday 7th                  Teacher Only Day with Bill 

Rodgers 
                                      END OF TERM 
Tuesday 25th            START TERM 4 
Thursday 27th                    Level 1 Art  portfolios 
submitted 
November 
Wednesday 2nd           Level 1 Technology portfolios 

submitted 
                                             Level 2 Art portfolios 

submitted 
Friday 4th                              Year 9 Gala 
Wednesday 9th                  Level 3 Arts portfolios 

submitted 
Thursday 10th                     NCEA exams begin 
December 
Thursday 1st                     Final day for NCEA course 

assessments. 
Thursday 8th                     Prize Giving  
                                             END OF TERM 



Wearable Arts 
Co-Head of Art, Andrew Yates, is doing 

some wonderful work with our Year 10 

students, who have been producing work for 

the Annual and prestigious Wearable 

Arts Competition, to be held in Fielding, 

on Saturday 20th August.  
 

A number of students travelled to Fielding 

on the second Saturday of the recent 

holidays for a photo-shoot, and to take part 

in the selection process for participation in 

the Wearable Arts Competition. 

As a result 5 students were selected. An 

overview of their projects is outlined below: 
 

Emma McCaughan – Title: Harakeke 

I have incorporated the theme of harakeke 

by shaping and painting sheets of foam into 

the tall spires of the flax bush.  I have also 

interpreted flax through weaving recycle 

bags and other textured material.  My head 

piece is made from flax and I have used 

different techniques in the design of it. 
 

Ella Law - Title: Twisted Sea Anemone 

My creation was inspired by sea anemones 

and the way they wobble when the sea 

currents hit them. I loved all the gorgeous 

bright colours, so I picked colours that stood 

out. Recycled brewery tubing gave me the 

spiraling effect I was looking for.  
 

Taylah Barrett - Title: Star of the Sea 

As I researched about 'Under the Sea' I came 

across some gorgeous starfish that had 

amazing textures and patterns. For the base I 

molded the shape of the starfish using 

recycled chicken wire and then covered it 

with papier-mâché. Then I went back to my 

research and looked at the patterns I had 

previously drawn with those I created some 

very interesting shapes which were cut out 

of paper and glued onto the base. I was 

determined to only have 2 colours and in the 

end I came up with a vibrant yellow for the 

base and a soft blue for the shapes. The 

texture of the base was rough so I felt I 

would make the shapes smooth as it really 

stood out.  
  

Holly Kauika-  Title: Death by Sting - 

Jellyfish  

As I researched, I came across a Jellyfish. I 

liked the way it moved and the way it shone 

through the water with its glossy surface. So 

I started to create one using cane for the 

frame and then wrapped in shrink wrap and 

painted in fluorescent colours.  
  

Nicola-Mary Geraghty - Title: Nefititi’s 

Carnival  

I followed the design process, looking at 

carnivals from around the world. My 

inspiration for my costume is Ancient 

Egypt. I wear Queen Nefititi’s crown, a 

falcon’s beak top piece and a hieroglyphic 

hoop skirt.  
 

Congratulations to these very talented 

young people, and best wishes for the 

completion. Thanks to Mr. Yates for the 

time, enthusiasm, and skill donated to this 

project. 
 

NZQA Alignment PD 
Early notice - School will be closed for all 

Y9-13 Students on Friday 26
th
 August. Our 

Secondary Teachers will be involved in 

NZQA Alignment Professional 

Development. With the changes NZQA 

Standards, the Minister of Education has 



designated two PD Days to assist with this 

realignment. 
 

N.B. It will be school as normal for the 

Primary School (Year 0-8) students. 
 

Exam Preparation and 

Study Tips 

Exam Preparation Tips 
Make sure you understand what you 

have studied. Don’t just try to memorise 

it.  

Ask your teacher or classmates for help if 

you find something difficult to understand. 

Look again at what you have studied as 

soon as possible after class.  
You are more likely to remember 

information if you look at it again within 

24 hours of first hearing it. 

Organise your study time.  
A revision timetable will help you make 

the most of your study time. 

Eat something before you study. 

Food will give your brain the energy it 

needs to concentrate for long periods of 

time. Fruit is a good choice - the sugar in 

fruit will keep you more awake than 

coffee. 

Drink plenty of water while you study.  
Not drinking enough water can make you 

lose concentration and make it harder for 

you to remember information. You should 

drink 250ml of water for every hour of 

study. 

Choose places to study where you will 

not be disturbed.  

Noise and other distractions make it 

difficult to concentrate and can affect the 

amount of information you remember. 

Take regular breaks during study time. 

Taking a 20 minute break every two hours 

will give you time to remember what you 

have already learned and also help you 

concentrate for the next two hours. 

Take practice tests.  

There is no better way to prepare for a test 

than to take regular practice tests. Not only 

can you learn the language you need to 

pass the exam, but you can also get to 

know the style of exam questions and 

practise good exam techniques. 

Join a study group.  
Studying with friends and classmates can 

help motivate you to study more regularly. 

Work out when you study best.  
Some people work best in the mornings, 

others at night. Decide when you work at 

your best and try to study at those times.  

Exam Taking Tips 
 Get at least 6 hours sleep the night 

before a test.  
You are more likely to remember what 

you have learned if you have had a good 

night’s sleep. 

 Eat before a test.  
Food will give your brain energy and 

help you to concentrate. 

 Wear comfortable clothing.  
Being uncomfortable is a distraction. 

Also, it’s better to wear several layers of 

clothing so you can put on or take off an 

item if you feel hot or cold. 

 If possible, sit at the front of the 

examination room.  
If you sit at the front of the room you are 

less likely to be distracted by other 

students and can hear the recording better 

for the listening paper. 

 Make sure you understand all the 

instructions before you begin.  
Don’t be afraid to ask the examiner to 

repeat any information you are unsure 

about. 



 Before you start your test, quickly look 

at the whole test paper . 

Looking at the test paper quickly before 

you start will help you to manage your 

time better. Decide how long you should 

spend on each question.  

 Always read the questions carefully.  
One of the most common mistakes 

students make is not to read the questions 

carefully enough. Read all instructions 

slowly and twice if you have time. 

 Answer the questions you find easy 

first.  
Answering the questions you find easy 

first will give you confidence and save 

you time later on.  

Don't waste time on questions you cannot 

answer.  
Spending a lot of time on a question can 

make you lose confidence. If you can’t 

answer a question go to the next one and 

come back to it later, if you have time. 

Check your answers carefully.  

If you have time at the end of the exam, read 

through your answers. But remember, your 

first answer is usually correct so only 

change answers if you see a mistake. 

Be positive and try to stay relaxed.  
If you are relaxed you will be able to 

concentrate better. Breathe slowly and 

deeply and try to put all negative thoughts 

out of your mind. 

Career Tips 
No idea what you want to do when you 

leave school? 
 

Think of the things that make you happy. 

What subjects do you like at school? What 

things do you enjoy doing outside of school? 

List the things you like doing and rate them 

from one to ten. 

Give yourself permission to try out different 

things. You could try designing your own 

apprenticeship. This is where you explore 

different jobs within a set time limit, say six 

months. That way you are not fully 

committed, but you can find out if you like 

the job. 

Another way to approach things if you have 

no clear goal is to work on a more general 

qualification. These can be applied to many 

different fields, for example, business 

administration or management. A 

management degree can be used in a variety 

of fields such as project management, 

logistics or sales and marketing. 

You could also look for a course that has no 

fees to try out an area of interest without 

getting into debt. 
 

Too many choices, and can’t make a 

decision? 

When you’re comparing several different 

professions, try to find people to talk to who 

are doing the jobs you’re interested in. 

Set up an interview with them to ask them 

about what the job is really like. This is 

called informational interviewing. It may 

show you that your dream job is not what 

you thought. 

As you are talking to people, take note of 

your gut feeling about the jobs. Is there 

something that really grabs you? If so, you 

could pursue some work experience in this 

job to confirm that it’s the right choice. 

More information on the careers website: 

www.careers.govt.nz 
 

In Good Company  

Not optimistic about the forthcoming 

exams? Don’t worry, here’s a list of famous 

people who didn’t do at all well at school:  
 

• Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister;  

• Abraham Lincoln, US President; 

• George Bernard Shaw, author and 

playwright; 

• Thomas Edison, inventor of the light bulb;  
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• Leo Tolstoy, writer of “War and Peace”;  

• Walt Disney, creator of Mickey Mouse;  

• Richard Branson, British tycoon;  

• Michael Faraday, pioneer of 

electromagnetism.  

Year 11 Career Camp 
Last week a group of Year 11 Students 

spend three days in Wellington visiting a 

range of education providers, and 

organisations. The purpose of this camp was 

to provide the students with an insight into 

the range of available occupations in the 

work force, and also the qualifications 

required for entry into the various careers. 

Students visited a range of places including 

the Law School, the Massey University 

Campus, the Victoria University Campus, 

the Police Training Centre, the Sports 

Institute, Natcoll, Weltec, Te Papa, the 

Wellington City Art Gallery, and the IPC 

(Palmerston North). 
 

This was a very successful camp and a 

number of students came back highly 

motivated, with a much clearer vision of the 

pathway they wish to follow. 
 

A huge thanks to the teachers involved in 

organising this – Andrew Yates, Warrick 

Greaves, and Barb Thomason. Thanks also 

to Richard McMillan for his support at 

camp. 
 

Year 12 & 13 Ball 
The Annual School Ball was held in 

the old Taihape 

College Hall on 

Saturday evening. 

This was a wonderful event, lots of 

fun, and an absolute credit to the 

organisation of Grace Horton, and her 

hard working Committee. They did an 

incredible job!!  

Along the way they experienced a 

range of frustrations and 

disappointments, all of which were 

dealt with calmly and creatively.  

This is a massive learning opportunity 

for the students involved, and they 

are without doubt introduced to the 

aggravations and irritations of event 

organisation. 

 

Thank you also to the large number of 

staff who assisted, especially Sharyn 

Adams, Rachel Scott, and Gina Mason.  
 

A special thanks to the Taihape Police, 

and Taihape Liquor Education Group 

(LEG), for their support prior to the 

Ball, and on the night. 
 

The theme for the evening was 

Winter Wonderland. The following 

prizes were awarded on the night –  

Queen of the Ball – Grace Horton 

King of the Ball – Sam Wong 

Princess of the Ball – Rhiannon Scott 

Prince of the Ball – PT Horton 

 

 

 



Thanks 
On behalf of the hockey team, thank you to 

Paul’s Tyres and Alignments for the 

donation of $100 for the School Hockey 

Team. 
 

Hockey 
Results 

Last Tuesday we had a 6-0 

win over FAS, after leading 

6-0 at halftime. This was a 

disappointing effort, and 

reflected the fact that it was 

the first game back after a two week break. 

The game started slowly with careless 

passing and lost possession. Gradually TAS 

worked into the game and the passing and 

support play improved, and 6 goals were 

scored in quick succession. 

The second half was a disjointed effort from 

start to finish – enough said. 
 

We have a lot of work to do before 

tournament week!! 
 

Goals: Ryan, Oliver, Boyd (2), and Nathan 

(2). 

Player of the Day: Shelby (who also 

suffered a potentially serious arm injury). 
 

Draw 

This week we are playing PNBHS 7, on turf 

2, at 4.15pm. We will be leaving from 

School, at 2.30pm. 
 

Next week we are playing PNBHS 9, on turf 

1, at 4.15pm. 
 

 

 

Football  
Taihape played Tararua College at Rauma 

Road on Saturday with a reduced number of 

players but with assistance from three 

players from the under thirteen’s , 

thanks  Jeremiah, Sven and David. TAS 

dominated the play going forward but still 

found themselves 1 – 0 down at half time. 

The second half saw the combination 

between Josh Fellingham and Daniel tearing 

the Tararua defence apart creating 

opportunities for Jonathon who not only 

scored to equalise but also bringing a 

number of good saves out of the Tararua 

keeper.  The improved tactics of our 

midfielders opened up the Tararua defence 

to allow Masana to curl the ball into the net 

to give TAS the lead. Tararua threw 

themselves into the attack and tried to 

catch the TAS players offside but Joseph, 

Josh, James and Sven kept the defence tight 

and Nathan made a number of brave saves 

to keep Tararua out. Josh Fellingham was 

able to exploit the space created and scored 

yet a third goal which the ref was reluctant 

to give but the good sportsmanship of the 

Tararua team saw it awarded. By late in the 

second half TAS, without any subs was tiring 

and a long range shot pulled a goal back for 

Tararua but the defence held firm to stop 

them equalising ensuring a 3-2 victory for 

TAS who remain second in their division 

with a game in hand. 

 

 



Panui from Learning Street 
Morning Karakia 
The staff are working with Nic Chase and 
Ngahina Transom on the Te Kauhua Project.   
As part of this mahi (work) we are all being 
encouraged to use Te Reo Maori is everyday 
situations.  My focus has been to say part of 
my mihi (greeting) in Maori.  It's been a bit 
of a challenge, and I was very nervous 
about mucking it up on the first day!  
However, everyday it has become a little 
easier.   If you haven't already done so, I 
encourage you to come down to share in 
our morning greetings.  We always have a 
waiata (song) and panui (notices), and it 
really is a very nice way to start the day.  On 
Monday and Friday we are joined by our 
Year 13 students and teachers (their voices 
add to the volume of our singing!). 
 
Winter Tournament 
On Thursday we have a wonderful day 
planned for students in Years 4-8. All 
students will be competing and they will 
need to be dressed in their school PE 
uniform. 
Soccer player must wear shoes (sports 
shoes or boots are acceptable).  I suggest 
some form of shin protection (shin pads, 
cardboard, newspaper stuffed down socks). 
Rugby players will be playing in bare feet.  
Powhiri for all visiting schools will be held 
at 9am and games will be starting as close 
to 9.30 as possible.  Your support and 
encouragement would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Food will be available on the day. If you 
would like preferential treatment, i.e. you 
won’t have to wait in line, an order can be 
sent thru to Whaea Ahnna at 

astewart@tas.school.nz  (ask for 
confirmation that she has received the 
order) or send the order and money to 
school in a named envelope. 
  
Menu 
Hot Steak and Onion Sammies $3 
Toasted Sandwiches – $2.50 
Cheese and Baked Beans 
Ham and Egg 
Cheese and Pineapple 
  
Drinks 
Hot Chocolate $2 
Cup of Tea $2 
Cold Drinks – Cup of Cordial .50c 
Bottled Drinks $1 
 
Oral Assessment 
It's is time for registering for the Oral 
Assessment exams at the end of this term.  
Please return the entry slip that is included 
in this week’s newsletter.  If you would like 
to know more about the programme, 
please talk to your child's classroom teacher 
or come and see me. 
 
Lost Clothing 
At the end of each term many clothing 
items (sock and sweatshirts mainly) are left 
in classrooms.  Naming your child's clothing 
or marking it in some way definitely helps 
us to ensure it is returned to the correct 
owner. 
 
Thanks for your ongoing support.  Have a 
great week.  
Deb Logan (Assistant Principal)  

 

 



School Banking 

Thursday 8.30-8.50 am 

Also we are running a promo with 
our youth accounts, we have at 

least 5 to give away...  

Great news! The July Youth 
Account promotion has been 
extended to run through the month 
of August.  

Eligible customers who open a 
Youth Account during the month of 
August will still have the 
opportunity to receive a free 
limited-edition Webb Ellis Cup 
money box (until stocks run out).  

This transaction and savings 
account for school students and 
under 18 year olds offers all that's 

needed to get started. 

o Interest paid monthly 
from the first dollar.  

o No standard account or 
transaction fees.  

Inland Revenue Tax 

Refunds 
 Students and parents may qualify for 

tax refunds from Inland Revenue - 

students who earned less than $14,000 

last year or parents who made school 

donations, childcare, or housekeeper 

payments. 

 Check it out by visiting the website: 

 ird.govt.nz/money  back. 

 

Speak Up for Education 
This week NZEI is running a Speak Up for 

Education Campaign to create an 

awareness of all the great things about 

education in NZ.  

Did you know?  

New Zealand early childhood centres and 

schools are highly rated internationally. 85% 

of NZ students do really well. They are 

amongst the top 5 readers in the world and 

do very well at Maths and Science.  

We have a Speak Up for Education 

display at school and would love your 

input. 

Why is learning valuable?  

Why does TAS rock?  

Next time you’re at school check out our 

display and let us know what you think! 

Yummy Stickers 
Two months left to collect Yummy 

Stickers to gain sports gear for TAS.   

Send in your sheets as they fill up,  

go to the website and print off a 

sheet. 

http://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/ 

Happy munching 

 

http://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/


Quotes of the week: 
“We do not see things as they are. We see 

them as we are” – Talmud. 
 

“Of course there is not formula for success 

except, perhaps, an unconditional acceptance 

of life and what it brings” - Arthur 

Rubinstein.  

 

 

Prize Giving Cups and 

Trophies 

Please could all students who received cups and 

trophies at last year’s prize giving please return 

these to school asap as they need to be engraved 

for this year’s prize giving. 

 

 

Headlice 
Headlice may be present in your child’s 

class.   

Headlice are a common problem 

throughout the world. Schools do not give 

people headlice; people bring headlice to 

schools.  Controlling headlice requires 

people in a community as a whole to act. 

Please Check your child’s hair tonight 

Check the scalp, especially at the front, 

nape of the neck, behind the ears and at 

the base of a pony tail or plaits. 

 Small red dots behind the ears and 
on the nape of the neck may be 
headlice bites.  

 Eggs are usually easier to see than 
headlice.   

 Eggs will feel sandy or gritty when 
fingers are run through the hair. 

Preventing headlice 

 Avoid head to head contact.  
 Don't share brushes, combs, hats and 

other items that come into contact 
with hair.  

 Discourage children from playing with 
each others' hair.  

 Tie long hair back or plait it. 
(especially important at school) 

 Brush hair regularly.  
 Check the hair of everyone in the 

family at least once a week.  
 Take action if a child is scratching 

unusually - check their head carefully. 
Treatment 

Ideally, once headlice are detected in a 

school, the whole school community should 

take action at the same time and over a 

period of weeks. One untreated head in a 

community can ensure an outbreak 

continues for months. 

 There are many chemical and natural 
shampoos and conditioners available 
from the supermarket and chemists. 

 Covering the hair in conditioner, and 
then coming with a fine tooth comb 
is also very effective. 

Thank you for your support in this matter.  

If you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact the school
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Oral Assessment Programme 2011 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
Taihape Area School is pleased to announce that our pupils will, for the first time, have the opportunity to 

participate in a programme of work organised by the New Zealand Speech Board. The aim is to increase 
children’s communication skills, culminating in a friendly and relaxed assessment at the end of the unit of 
work. The programme specifically meets the needs of the new English curriculum.  

The Oral Assessment Programme has had much support from the teachers and parents of participating 
schools who have seen a development in their children’s creative ability and oral presentations. Some of the 
areas covered are preparing and presenting a talk, creative drama, storytelling, and developing discussion 
skills through a range of stimulating activities. 

The Oral Assessment Programme will be running in all Year 1-8 classrooms, and all children will be involved. 
Assessment at the completion of the unit will take two forms –   

1.  Inclass teacher, peer, and self-assessment (for all children);  

2.  And an optional formal assessment by a qualified Speech and Drama Assessor (for children who choose to 
sit the examination). Although this examination is optional, it does give the child a wonderful sense of 
accomplishment as well as a goal to work towards each year, as the programme is structured and children are 
able to progress through various levels. 

A qualified Speech and Drama Assessor conducts this formal assessment in a very supportive environment. 
This will take place at school and students who participate will receive a report based on their presentation. As 
well  NZSB badges and bars are awarded to successful candidates. The assessment is beneficial to all children. 
Those who are confident communicators will be extended and challenged, while those who lack confidence 
will develop their skills and gain further self-esteem. 

The following cost structure applies – 

$27  Preliminary and Advanced Preliminary (Years 1/2) 

$27  Introductory and Advanced Introductory (Years 3/4) 

$33  Elementary (Year 5) and Advanced Elementary (Years 5/6) 

$38  Junior and Advanced Junior (Years 7/8) 

This covers the assessment fees and the badge. The assessment will take place in week 9 (Monday 26th and 
Tuesday 27th September).We thoroughly recommend this most worthwhile programme and assessment. 
Entries must be in by Friday 2nd September. 

Regards 

Deb Logan 
Assistant Principal Junior School 

Oral Assessment Programme 
I give permission for my child ________________________  Year ____   Room ____ 
to sit the Oral Assessment Examination. 

Enclosed is $ _______ for the cost of this Programme. 

Signed ________________________ 


