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                                                                                     Lead Me to Lead My Learning 

 

Taihape Area School 
 

Monday 25th May, 2020     Term 2 – Number 7 
 

Important Dates 

This Week 
Wed 27th-Thurs 28th       Level 1-3 Outdoor                     
                                              Education Overnight –  
                                              Bridge to Nowhere 
Thursday 28th                 WHANGANUI ZONE                      
                                            Chess Tournament 

Next Week 

Monday 1st      QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY Holiday 

 

Tena koutou katoa 

Week 7 of the Term, but Week 2 onsite under Alert Level 2. Last week we had a very 

high level of Absenteeism, all justified. Obviously some parents have decided that even 

at Level 2, when there have been strong assurances that Schools are safe places, they 

will keep their children home until perhaps the Alert Level is reduced to Level 1.  
 

Everyone seems happy to be back, and most appear to have done very well in 

Lockdown. However they were all very pleased to catch-up with their friends and 

classmates, and there was a real buzz around the School last week. In view of the recent 

challenges we have faced this was really energizing. 
 

However a major issue is that all devices have not been returned. It 

took a huge leap of faith in the first place for us to distribute these 

to students during lockdown, as Computers and Chromebooks are 

essential tools, and we simply can’t operate to maximum effect 

without them. Over time we have developed a reasonable stock of 

devices, but in the course of most days we could still do with more.  
 

However because of the unprecedented circumstances caused by the Pandemic, and the 

need to support the learning of our Students, we willingly allocated as many was we 
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had. However we desperately require them - if you haven’t already returned the devices 

loaned to you please do so asap. This includes any distributed by the MoE, as these are 

now the property of the School.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the efforts of my Staff. Out of 

adversity often comes strength and the current crisis has brought out the very best in 

the Staff of our School. This has been uncharted territory, but everyone has proven very 

adaptable to the new norm, agile and prepared to try new things, positive in the face of 

the unknown, and empathetic to the needs of their Students, and Colleagues. The 

circumstances of the Lockdown, and in particular the passing of a respected Colleague, 

has been a real test of character. I thank them all for showing courage and strength of 

character at this time.  
 

Similarly our cleaners. They have done an outstanding job, and willingly accepted new 

and additional duties to ensure the School is clean and safe. They are all awesome, and 

we are very lucky they are part of our Team. 
 

Technically we have entered Week 7, even though it is only our 2nd week back onsite as 

a whole School. We have a little sense of normality to look forward to this week – Loni is 

taking the L1-3 Outdoor Education Students on an overnight trip to the Bridge to 

Nowhere. That will certainly be something to cherish. 
 

Have a great week everyone. 
 

Nga mihi nui 

Richard McMillan 

Principal 

  

Tall Poppies – Week 6 
In the first week out of Lockdown the following Taihape Area 

School Students rose above the Crowd as outstanding achievers, 

and members of our Learning Community:  
 

All of Room 1 - for a great start back at School – well done!!  

Leon Troon and Caleb Anderson - welcome to Room 2; 

Room 3 Indiana Tilyard, Everson Haitana and Savannah Cashell (Room 3) - for fabulous 

work during our 1st week back; 
 

Harrison Collings (Room 4) - for your impressive handwriting and achievement in maths this 

week; 
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Peyton Thorby (Room 4) - Your amazing attitude in your learning this week. Fantastic maths 

skills; 
 

Room 5 - for their outstanding efforts in Distance Learning and for making the first week 

back at school so much fun; 
 

James Moore, Riley Kelly, Chevvy Judge and Heidi Tweeedale (Room 6) - for Excellence in 

Distance Learning, completing all tasks and activities and producing high quality work; 
 

Emma Collings, Ziah Ratana-Horton, and Kainda Troon (Room 7) – for an outstanding 

effort with work completion and inquiry during Distance Learning; 

Kavahn Cane, Sam Hammond, Jordan Meadows and Ketana Musgrove (Room 7) - for an 

outstanding effort with work completion during Distance Learning; 

Poppy Fannin (Room 7) – for an outstanding effort with inquiry during Distance Learning; 
   

Montana Kirby, Emma Collings and Mei-Li Hayes (Year (9) - for completing exceptional work 

in 7/8 Outdoor Education during lockdown; 

Adam Tweedale and Chloe Crimp (Year 9) - for constantly keeping their work up to date 

throughout lockdown; 
 

Hannah Waghorn (Year 11) - for completing consistently high quality work throughout 

lockdown. 

 

Tall Poppies from Room 1 
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Tall Poppies from Room 4 

 

Tall Poppies from Room 5 
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Tall Poppies from Room 6 

 

Tall Poppies from Room 7 
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Remembrance Book 
We have started a Remembrance Book at School. This is an opportunity for students, 

parents, whanau, and members of our Community to make a tribute to Shona – this can 

take whatever form you consider appropriate including a message, poem, or photo. 
 

Tributes can also be made on Facebook - From TAS in loving memory of Shona. 

 

Need to Talk?  
Need to Talk? Free call, or text 1737, any time to speak to a trained Counsellor, for 

any reason. 

 Lifeline: 0800 543 354; 

 Suicide Crisis Helpline: 0508 828 865 / 0508 TAUTOKO (24/7). This is a 
service for people who may be thinking about suicide, or those who are concerned 
about family, or friends; 

 Depression Helpline: 0800 111 757 (24/7); 

 Samaritans: 0800 726 666 (24/7); 

 Youthline: 0800 376 633 (24/7) or free text 234 (8am-12am), or email 
talk@youthline.co.nz; 

 What's Up: online chat (7pm-10pm) or 0800 WHATSUP/ 0800 9428 787 

children's helpline (1pm-10pm weekdays, 3pm-10pm weekends); 

 Kidsline (ages 5-18): 0800 543 754 (24/7);       

 Rural Support Trust Helpline: 0800 787 254; 

 Healthline: 0800 611 116; 

 Rainbow Youth: (09) 376 4155. 

 

http:/www.theparentingplace.com  
While on the one hand, being a parent is simply the most amazing and 

rewarding thing we can be, it is also hard work at times.  

The Parenting Place believes family is everything, and seek to see 

every child is raised in a loving, nurturing, and positive environment 

where a child’s potential can be encouraged, and developed.  

 

The link below provides you with access to information, support, and 

resources. http://www.theparentingplace.com  

Choice - Year 7-8 students 

If it is an emergency 
and you feel like 
you, or someone else 
is at risk, call 111. 

 

http://www.lifeline.org.nz/corp_Home_378_2001.aspx
http://depression.org.nz/
http://www.samaritans.org.nz/
http://www.youthline.co.nz/
http://www.whatsup.co.nz/
http://www.rainbowyouth.org.nz/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/


7 
 

Supporting Your Child’s Learning 
1. For Beginning Readers, learning basic sight words is really 

important as it helps with fluency. See your child's teacher for lists 
of important words and flash cards. 
 

2. At any level, listen to your child read and ask him/her questions 
about what they have read to check their understanding.  

 

3. The following websites provide access to reading material. Please 
take the opportunity to use them: http://www.readingeggs.co.nz                 
 

http://www.sunshineonline.com.au 

 

Quotes of the Week 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“People have rules for when they 

can’t trust their instincts” – Kenneth 

Fisher, The Guru Therapist’s 

Notebook 

 

 

“I don’t like money actually, 

but it quiets my nerves” – 

Joe Louis   

 

 

 

http://www.sunshineonline.com.au/
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Skool Loop App 
Please update the Skool Loop App on your phone to load the Check in Tile. This can be 

sued to assist with Contact Tracing. The process for this is explained below: 
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Pink Shirt Day 2020 
Friday would have marked Pink Shirt Day 2020, 
and although Aotearoa won't be turning 
māwhero/pink just yet, we believe the kaupapa is 
more relevant and needed than ever before. 
  

Over the past few months people across Aotearoa 
united to tackle COVID-19. Each and every one of 
us made sacrifices. We changed our ways of 
living, working and socialising. We found new 
ways to connect with friends and whānau. We 
displayed teddy bears in windows to entertain 
tamariki/children going for neighbourhood 
walks. We found creative ways to spread aroha from afar. 
  

While we are very proud of our collective response during this tough time, we are also 
incredibly saddened that some people have experienced bullying and harassment 
around COVID-19, including students at Auckland's Marist College. The Human Rights 
Commission have also received over 100 complaints and inquires relating to COVID-19, 
many race related. 
  

We know many people feel anxious, stressed, worried and scared about being exposed 
to COVID-19 and the way it's impacting on our lives, but this is no excuse for bullying, 
racism or xenophobia. 
  

The good news? We all have the power to prevent bullying. So today we want to 
encourage you to be an upstander if you witness any form of bullying, whether it's 
COVID-19 related or not. Being an upstander means you use words and actions that can 
help the person being bullied. This might be calling someone out when you see it 
happening, helping the person being bullied to leave the situation safely, or simply 
showing awhi/support by letting them know they're not alone and that help is available. 
  

Ending bullying takes more than one day, and everyone has a role to play. Although it's 
not officially Pink Shirt Day, we hope you'll spread the Pink Shirt Day spirit within your 
whānau, workplace, kura/school and wider community. Smile at a stranger, give a 
compliment, offer to baby-sit, buy a colleague a coffee – anything that will brighten 
someone's day! These small actions will help to make Aotearoa a safer, kinder place for 
everyone. 
     

We're working hard to find a new date to hold Pink Shirt Day 2020, so we can Kōrero 

Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand 

Together, Stop Bullying! 
  


