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  TAIHAPE AREA SCHOOL 
    

           26 Huia Street, Taihape 06-388-0130 
 

  Monday 10th August Term 3 – Week 4 

Principal’s Desk 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 

Two weeks down already, and I can honestly say – TAS is the Best school 
in New Zealand. We have some amazing kids – who are excelling in sports, 
academics and culture and it can only get better 
 
Ka Pai to all who have been showing the school values. I encourage 
everyone to ask – what do the TAS values mean to me? If as whanau, you 
can get around the table and discuss Wairuatanga, Whanaungatanga, 
Rangatiratanga and Manaakitanga – that will assist us all to partner on our 

journey together – paddling the waka in the same direction. TAS students are ‘Our’ kids and 
together ‘our’ wider community – they are all of ‘our’ responsibility. 
  
In the next while, we will be auditing policies and procedures to ensure that standards can 
be clearly set out, understood by all and are consistently approached – leading to ownership. 
As a school, we will not tolerate violence, swearing, bullying or bystander behaviour. We also 
want to create a sense of pride – which starts with correct uniform and respecting each other. 
Please encourage your child (teenager) to reflect on how they can remove any barriers that 
they have when it comes to school – and please feedback if there is anything we can do to 
support. It is important for us to listen – as this will assist TAS to continue to grow. 
 
A reminder – cellphones are not to be used without the permission of a staff member. If 
earbuds are permitted in a class – only one is to be in one ear – this applies at all times while 
in the school. Headphones should not come to school at all – unless directed for educational 
use. TAS is a learning environment and we show respect by everyone following the rules 
(Manaakitanga). 
  
I look forward to meeting and getting to know you all, feel free to pop in and say Kia ora – 
my door is always open! 
  
Nga mihi  
Craig Dredge 
Principal 
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Tall Poppies – Week 4 
Last week the following Taihape Area School Students rose 

above the Crowd as outstanding achievers, and positive 

members of our Learning Community: - 

 

Room 1: Ava Crow and Marshall Collings for showing the TAS 

value of Rangatiratanga in sounding out words for writing 

 

Room 2: Ideun Park, Tyler Service and Caleb Anderson - Outstanding reading this week. 
 
Room 3: Pele Mokopuna - for completing all tasks. Pamariki Kingi-Mureikura - for a great 
start at TAS 
 
Room 4: Harrison Collings - For his excellent progress in Phonics this week. It has been 
wonderful to see those full sentences being written. Keep up the great work. 
Riley Hart - For demonstrating Wairuatanga- You have been doing some great reflecting and 
making positive changes in your learning. Tino pai to mahi. 
 
Room 5: Keelan Kelly and Aizayah Kawau - for their outstanding attention to detail in their 
ART creations of their Book Covers.  Impressive Artists! 
 
Room 6: Amelia Shaw for always demonstrating TAS values, being a great team player and 
trying her very best. Keahni Nahona-Waitokia - for making good choices and demonstrating 
sound self-management skills, producing quality work. Katie, Amelia, Asya & Heidi - Great 
radio productions 
 
Room 7: Manaia Kingi-Mareikura - for a fantastic start at TAS by living our school values 
Vaerua Inamata - For having a positive attitude towards new learning 
 
Room 8: Mac Hart, Carlos Hay-Martin, Zinny Taumata-Niania-Taputoro, Te Ariki Wikitera, 
Khrome Rameka - For being such determined and enthusiastic dancers in P.E  
Kiana, Michela & Montana - very funny radio team. James & John - great impromptu 
production on Radio TAS 
 
PTP: Emma, Phoebe, Ziah, Anahera, Manaia, Ngapera, Poppy - very focused when making 
their hang-gliders, good teamwork 
 
Mr Greeves Maths room: Finn, Melodie, Hannah, Nicole, and Cameron have put 
outstanding effort into their mathematics work this week. Well done! 
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Maori phrase of the week  
“In order for te reo Maori to live and grow it needs to be spoken everywhere.  That’s 

achievable if we start with A Maori Phrase a Day”   Hemi Kelly. 

Although not daily, we will be including a Maori phrase a week, to continue developing the 

use of te reo at our kura. 

 

 He ra hou tenei  - Today’s a new day 
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Junior School 
 

Teaching starts with a solid relationship between Teacher/Student/Whanau.  For a student 

to achieve success and have a meaningful education there must first be a 

strong relationship established.  This week the staff re-visited this 

fundamental part of education, and the importance of ensuring all students 

are engaged in their learning by first ensuring this relationship is solid.  As 

you all know, we have a very genuine open door policy at TAS, and the 

relationship between whanau and teacher is just as crucial as student and 

teacher to ensure we are all supporting our tamariki to achieve to the best 

of their potential. 

 
The Junior School are working on an Inquiry this Term that looks closely at Diversity with 
Technology as the major focus of the Curriculum, through our Big Idea of “How has life 
changed?”  I would like to acknowledge Mrs Anderson and Mrs James who took our youngest 
students on a hikoi to our Taihape Museum on Friday so they could see for themselves how 
life has changed in some areas. 
 
Relationships are nothing without our students being part of them, and this needs to be a 
conscious contribution of effort from them.  We have been having a large focus on the 
importance of showing Manaakitanga, through respectful interactions and 
conversations.  They have been asked to try everything, even though not all parts of the 
Curriculum are areas of passion, if they don’t try something they won’t know if they like 
it.  We thank the large number of students who show Manaakitanga consistently, and this 
shows through in their achievements in class. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns our doors are always open. 
 
He waka eke noa - We are all in this together. 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Leah Collings 
Deputy Principal 
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Rooms 1 and 2 visit Taihape Museum  
 

As part of our inquiry into ‘How things have Changed,’ rooms 1 and 2 visited Taihape Museum 
on Friday 7th August.  
We arrived at 11.00 am accompanied by whanau and we had a fantastic time looking at the 
objects people used long ago. 
We saw toys, some of which we still use today. We loved looking at the things in the kitchen 
and could not believe there was no microwave, fridge or washing machine.  
In the house from the 1880’s, we looked for the bathroom and there wasn’t one there!  We 
thought the house was just the right size for a playhouse! 

Many thanks to Taihape Museum volunteers for opening the museum for us and to our 
whanau who came with us.  
 

 

Room 1 
 

        

                                                          
 
 
 
 

               

 

 

 

We saw farmer’s tools and saddles. 

Ava says, ‘That saddle is really big.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Ava says,’I don’t want to ride on that 

saddl 

We use some of these toys today. 

Jayden says, ’That cannot be a 

dentist’s chair.’ 
The boys think this is a great school 

desk. It even has a shelf underneath 

for your lunchbox. 
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Room 2 

 
 

Class is in session; the children experience how children years ago in Taihape School actually 
sat 2 to a seat and used ink to do their writing. 
 

 
 

The children experiencing listening to music from a record player. No Spotify here!  
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Senior School 
 

 

 

 

Getting back to the foundation of what Taihape Area School stands for is at the centre of our 

focus in all areas of school life. This week staff started the first phase of development 

regarding our values, which will be on going throughout the year.  Our vision is for all people 

who interact with the school to know what we stand for, and for all to act accordingly.  

Currently staff are working in the development of a localised curriculum to start at the 

beginning of next year to help our tamariki connect with the land and environment around 

us.  We are looking forward to working alongside community groups, businesses, and council 

for the benefit of our school and community.   

This week we acknowledge our new maths teacher Mr Greaves for the positive impact he is 

making with his classes and in other areas around the school.  

Lastly, we acknowledge the students who are stepping up and leading their learning.  The 

repercussions of COVID 19 has seen a high number of students at various stages of their 

learning lead individualised programmes according to their goals, interests and needs. We 

also commend the many students who are striving to achieve endorsements, gain credits and 

pass their various levels of NCEA. 

 

Manaaki whenua, Manaaki tangata, Haere whakamua — Care for the land, care for the 

people, Go forward 

 

Jason Fellingham 

Acting Deputy Principal 

Taihape Area School 
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TAS Library 
 

Student Checkouts @ the Library 

 
                                 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Harmony Year 3 checked out   HideAway 
Hedgehog and the magical rainbow by 
Lisa McCue 

 
 “ I was drawn to the book because it had 

a rainbow of colours”  
 

Fiction Book Pick 

 

The Inkberg Enigma by 
Jonathan King 
 
You may know Jonathan better 

as a filmmaker. 

Remember Black Sheep? Under 

the Mountain? That guy. 

 

It’s a YA story about two kids 

battling against a mysterious 

adult conspiracy, confronting their own fears and 

learning that the world is much bigger than they 

realised. 

Like a lot of Jonathan’s other work, it’s utterly 

Kiwi. From the landscape and language to the 

inescapable tie to the ocean, Enigma shows what a 

traditional adventure comic looks like embedded in 

coastal New Zealand. 

Nonfiction Book Pick 
 

Taking the Lead, by David 
Hill and Phoebe Morris  
 

This picture book sized 

profile of the best-known 
and most admired New 

Zealander in the World, 
Jacinda Ardern, is written for the age 
group 5-12 years. 

Bobs book review 

Book Recommendations 
 

If you’re looking for a great book, visit  
Bobs Books Blog Children’s and Young Adult 
Book reviews at: 

 
https://bobsbooksnz.wordpress.com/ 

 
 

Tech Tip: Accessit library catalogue 

 
https://nz.accessit.online/THP00/#!dashboard 

 
Accessit has many great features to help students find what they need, when they need 
it, as well as manage their library usage. Reserving and renewing books online, writing 

reviews, accessing curated reading lists and other online databases are just a few of the 

things your students can do in the Accessit Web App.  

https://bobsbooksnz.wordpress.com/
https://bobsbooksnz.wordpress.com/
https://nz.accessit.online/THP00/#!dashboard

